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Farewell but not Farewell to Simon

Acting Chair, Jane Osler pays tribute

Friends will be sorry to learn that
Simon Thompson will be leaving
the church in April as sadly his
role as Parish Administrator is to
be made redundant. Simon has

! been a huge support to the
Friends over many years as a
member of the Friends Commit-
tee and also as part of the Events
Group.

He has been very generous with
his time in organising and cater-
ing for numerous events includ-
ing our annual dinners, literary
lunches, talks and of course the
ever popular wreath making

W courses at Christmas.

We are very glad and relieved
that Simon will continue to be
part of the Events Group as a
Friend and pleased that we will
still be able to enjoy his company
and friendship.




Feel-good, fun-focussed festivities
Simon’s Christmas wreathmaking sessions

Lucy Johnson

What a wonderful evening we spent making Christmas wreaths with Simon’s fun-focussed guid-
ance and lashings of Christmas cheer.

i We started completely from scratch, moulding the moss into the

|| frames (gloves provided for those who didn’t want to be quite so at
ne with nature). We wove in fir sprigs and foliage to develop a

y fuller shape. Then we built up our unique creations from Simon’s

huge array of decorative leaves, berries, and other beautiful accou-

| trements.

The attendees, many of whom knew each other from previous
years, bonded over fizz and nibbles. New friendships were made
and there was a great warmth and cheer in the air. Simon gave us
all beautifully hand-crafted cards and we wrapped our wreaths to
transport home. Whilst I put mine on my door, my friend put hers
on her table with a candle in the middle, as is traditional in Czech.

I will definitely be signing up again next year and thoroughly recommend it.

It was a truly feel-good festive beginning to Yuletide which still makes me smile. Thank you, Si-
mon!




St Michael’s: aVictorian perspective

David Beevers

The article below is the continuation of an extract from the Brighton Gazette, |7 October 1874, the first and sec-
ond parts of which we reprinted in the August 2024 and February 2025 Flyers. The Gazette was broadly in favour
of Brighton High Churchmanship, unlike its rival, the Brighton Herald. In the 1870s it ran a series of anonymous
articles on Brighton churches which are now fascinating to read. The articles cover architecture and fittings, though
never in enough detail, as well as interesting descriptions of services and parish life. Needless to say, as the article
was published in 1874, it only covers the ‘old’ church by G.F. Bodley; William Burges’s cathedral-like additions had
not yet been built.

The principal entrance in St. Michael’s Place is a porch, extending the width of the nave, and ap-
proached by flights of stone steps rising from the road on the other side, the space they take up
corresponding to the width of the aisles. This porch opens directly into the nave, and gives a
grand view of the church on entering. The east end of the aisles, that part corresponding with the
chancel, is devoted on the east side, to the purpose of an organ chamber, and on the other vestries
for the clergy and choir. The latter is also used as a second entrance to the church, through the
choristers’ vestry.

Taking a general view of the interior, from the principal entrance just referred to, we see much to
rouse the mind to a high devotional pitch, and much to cause us to be thankful that in this temple
of God, at least, nothing is found too good to be employed in His service.

Straight before our eyes we see the noble chancel with its marvellous beauties of reredos, altar
clothed in richest hangings, decked with rare and beautiful flowers, lighted with many candles
and presenting a fitting termination to the picture of perfect religious repose which the whole of
this church presents.

Up the nave we see the noble pillars, rising from massive bases, their red-covered shafts reaching
up to the handsomely carved capitals, and above, the splendid arches rising up to the clerestory.
We notice this, and still drinking in the splendid prospect we just see the painted medallions run-
ning down either side of the clerestory, the beautiful windows, the rich stained glass, the marble
here, coloured tiles there, and above all the general fitness of things which serve to render the
church what it is, a unique and glorious example of the best style of improved ecclesiastical archi-
tecture of what is beginning modestly to be termed the Victorian period.

Walking straight up to the chancel we will proceed to notice the beauties in a little more detail,
first noticing the chancel arch, a handsome and chaste one with handsome and corbelled imposts.
The arch opening into the organ chamber on the right side of the chancel is also worthy of atten-
tion and may best be technically described as being ‘discontinuous with voussoirs of brick’. The
dwarf screen of foreign marble is very pretty, and through it we obtain entrance to the sanctuary
by means of a little chancel gate of iron with gilt, which is kept in countenance by the lectern, a
plain but elegant design in the same materials, characteristics of both of these being lightness and
simple beauty.

Passing by the temporary choir seats, we naturally lift up our eyes to see the magnificent east win-
dow of rich painted glass, a memorial of Col. Palmer, of Brunswick Place, many years deceased.
This window comprises five principal lights, the centre one being trefoiled, and the outer panes
quite plain, with a plain circle above each and a large circle in the head. It also has a surrounding
band pierced into twelve circles. The painting of this window is most beautiful, the scene repre-
senting our Lord seated on His throne, the crucifixion and other appropriate subjects. The two
clerestory windows in the chancel are also filled with rich painted glass, and help to fill the place
with holy splendour.



A warm welcome amid the Icicles

Barbara Thorpe-Tracey

Arriving new to Brighton, the hills of Montpelier and this lovely parish, I was in-
trigued by what in the world an Icicles Party might be and what it might open for
me. Well-coated and curious I set forth.
This Friday evening of 30 January was
indeed cold, and colder yet within the no-
toriously chilly St Michael’s. Yet hands
and gut were quickly warmed by mulled
wine served by the Emeritus Bishop of
Horsham no less.

Warm also was the welcome, interest and
sociability.

The precious stained-glass angels were
hidden in the mysterious darkness but
perhaps were watching over this secular
gathering. The darkness was nevertheless
inviting and festive. The Bodley church
had been imaginatively transformed with
bright café tablecloths and twinkling

icicle-like lights in glass vases (supplied I
heard by gift from Bert’s Homewares).
There were splendid finger foods organ-
ised and prepared by busy volunteers. In
this lovely atmosphere, here were so
many interesting people to meet, all find-
j ing belonging in a common commitment
4 to this Victorian gem. I enjoyed hearing
about what drew them here and the his-
I tory amenities and connections of the

3R neighbourhood.

&= | left much thawed inwardly, if not quite
in body, and converted to the cause and
community of the Friends. I hope our ef-
forts will keep this building going for all
its possibilities of faith, culture and com-
munity.




Fish and chips and friendships

Jeremy Dutton

What better way to spend a cold blustery November evening than going to the Friends'

Fish'n'chip supper? About fifty of us made our way to the hall for this event, which has become

a much anticipated and established event in the Friends' calendar.

It was a convivial evening as usual, the hall warm and welcoming with beautifully decorated ta-
bles (thanks to Coreen Sears and her team) and a brisk trade at the bar presided over masterful-
ly as usual by Simon and his team.

It was good to catch up with old friends and to chat to new ones, which is always such a valued
feature of Friends' events. The plentiful supplies of excellent fish and chips arrived punctually,
provided by Bankers of Western Road. All in all, a very enjoyable evening which will, I'm sure,

be repeated next year.

Friday May 8th

Satuday Oct. 3rd

Friday Oct. 30th

TBA

Future Events For Your Diary

A Chinese Evening

Chinoiserie Alexandra Loske
Curator of the Royal Pavilion

Chinese meal

Sussex Plants

Nick Sturt an illustrated talk
Chair of the Sussex Botanical Recording Society

Witchcraft on Halloween
Prof Marisa Linton

Religious Buildings of Brighton
Geoff Mead




